
 

 

Week of October 31st – November 4th  
 

ELA ~ Reading 

 
This week we wrapped up our 

introductory unit to discover what 

informational text is all about. We all 

read the trade book, Where Do Polar 
Bears Live?, to learn more about polar 

bears but to carefully determine the 

author’s purpose.  We all looked for 

evidence to back up our thinking.  Ask 

your child why the author included facts 

about the arctic ice shrinking.  Next 

week we will be assessing each child’s 

progress with informational text and 

literature. 
WORD SORT: k – ck - ke 

Science 
Science got dirty this week as young 

geologists took a close look at another 

earth material and discovered that our 

soil is composed of bits of clay and small 

rock pieces, such as sand and gravel.  We 

also found many plant particles—wood, 

grass, leaves, even stems.  It was soon 

revealed that the dark brown material is 

really a lot of decaying plant and animal 

material called humus. Yep, soil contains 

particles of dead insects and other 

animals, along with worm poop.  Yuck!   

This unit was assessed on Friday. 

ELA ~ Writing 
This week in writing we revised, edited, 

and finally published our informational 

animal research books. All the kiddos are 

working very hard to get their final draft 

completed, which includes a Table of 

Contents page and a text feature.  They 

are doing such a fabulous job and are 

very proud to share their work. Please 

take some time to congratulate your 2nd 

grader on all of the hard work on the 

research, drafting, revising, editing, and 

publishing.  It took a lot of stamina to 

reach the final goal!   

Math 

 
In math students have now learned three 

different strategies for adding two-digit 

numbers.  One is called Show All Totals—

the tens are totaled, the ones are 

totaled, and then solved.  The last 

strategy is New Groups Below.  This 

strategy is how most adults learned to 

carry a one to the tens place, but the one 

is added below the tens instead of on 

top.  It is impressive how the students 

are catching on to these strategies and 

are able to show a proof drawing as well.   


